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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR L 114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 13, 2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 
This Action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on August 13, 2007. Claims 
47-86 are currently pending in the present application. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed on August 13, 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. After carefully reading the newly added claims, the examiner notes that these 
claims do not distinguish over the prior art of record. The examiner further notes that on page 5 
lines 27-37, although not claimed, contains material that appears to distinguish over the prior art 
of record. 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC§112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 47-86 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
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described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. Independent claims 47, 66, 67, and 86 (and their dependencies) recite a "selection 
device", which after the examiner carefully read and reviewed the specification could not find a 
"selection device" and its meaning in the specification. If the applicants disagree, the examiner 
respectfully requests the applicants to direct the examiner to the passage describing a "selection 
device" and its meaning. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a w4iole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 47-86 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over X in view of 



X. 



Application/Control Number: 10/560,791 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

Consider claim 47 (and similarly applied to claims 66, 67, and 86). X discloses a 
method of connecting a plurality of devices to a common accessory, comprising: 

receiving a first selection signal, at the common accessory from a selection device remote 
from the common accessory, configured to give a clear indication that a device is specifically 
associated with one of the plurality of devices on the common accessory such that the clear 
indication is observable by a user of the common accessory and the one of the plurality of 
devices (paragraphs 1 1, 46, read as receiving a request for access to a wireless hands-free 
gateway from one of the plurality of wireless phones. In addition, Cannon discloses a clear 
indication to be presented to the wireless multi-user hands-free unit of which in-range user is the 
driver)); and 

establishing a connection between the one of the plurality of devices and the common 
accessory responsive to the first selection signal based on clear indication (paragraph 10, read as 
a wireless hands-free device comprises a piconet front end adapted to establish an audio path 
with a wireless phone over a piconet network, and a speakerphone functionality module). 

Cannon discloses the claimed invention but fails to explicitly teach to highlight a first 
output indicia. 

However, Diaz discloses highlighting a first output indicia (abstract, column 3 lines 16- 
31, read as a first color and a second color turned on in response to different connections). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the teachings of Diaz into the invention of Cannon in 
order to enable the user to confirm whether a connection has been completely established upon 
operation (Diaz; column 3 lines 6-12). 
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Consider claim 48 and as applied to claim 47. Cannon and Diaz disclose 
receiving an input change signal, at the common accessory from the selection device remote 
from the common accessory, configured to highlight a second output indicia different from the 
first output indicia, that is specifically associated with a second one of the plurality of devices on 
the common accessory such that the highlighted second output indicia is observable by a user of 
the common accessory and the second one of the plurality of devices; and establishing a 
connection between the second one of the plurality of devices and the common accessory 
responsive to the received input change signal based on the highlighted second output indicia 
(Cannon; paragraphs 33, 37, 40, 46, Diaz; column 3 lines 16-31). 

Consider claim 49 and as applied to claim 47. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
selection device is remote from the common accessory and the one of the plurality of devices 
(Cannon; paragraph 31). 

Consider claim 50 and as applied to claim 47. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
selection device is remote form the common accessory and integrated with the one of the 
plurality of devices (paragraph 3 1). 

Consider claim 51 and as applied to claim 47. Cannon and Diaz disclose storing an 
identity of the one of the plurality of devices with connection parameters for the one of the 
plurality of devices and with control data for outputting the first output indicia of the one of the 
plurality of devices (Cannon; paragraphs 40, 46). 

Consider claim 52 and as applied to claim 47. Cannon and Diaz disclose reconnecting 
the one of the plurality of devices to the common accessory after the established connection has 
been interrupted, wherein reconnecting comprises reconnecting the one of the plurality of 
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devices based on a predetermined order of priority (Cannon; paragraphs 33, 37, 40, 46, Diaz; 
column 3 lines 16-31). 

Consider claim 53 and as applied to claim 47. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
first output indicia associated with the one of the plurality of devices to be highlighted at the 
common accessory is stored in the one of the plurality of devices and communicated to the 
common accessory (Cannon; paragraphs 40, 46, Diaz; column 3 lines 16-31). 

Consider claim 54 and as applied to claim 47. Cannon and Diaz disclose storing a 
predetermined order of priority for each of the plurality of devices for establishing connections to 
the common accessory (Cannon; paragraphs 33, 37). 

Consider claim 63 and as applied to claim 47. The combination of Cannon and Diaz 
disclose wherein the first output indicia associated with the one of the plurality of devices is 
selectable responsive to a predetermined sequence of input control signals. 

Consider claim 64 and as applied to claim 47. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
first output indicia is coloured light (R,G,B,Y) (Diaz, column 3 hnes 16-3 1). 

Consider claim 65 and as applied to claim 64. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
coloured light (R,G,B,Y) is provided by means of a light emitting diode (LED) (Diaz, abstract, 
column 3 lines 16-31). 

Consider claim 68 and as applied to claim 67. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
common accessory is further configured to: receive an input change signal from the selection 
device remote from the common accessory, the received input change signal being configured to 
highlight a second output indicia, different from the first output indicia, that is specifically 
associated with a second one of the plurality of devices on the common accessory such that the 
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highlighted second output indicia is observable by a user of the common accessory and the 
second one of the plurality of devices; and establish a connection between the second one of the 
plurality of devices and the common accessory responsive to the received input change signal 
based on the highlighted second output indicia (Cannon; paragraphs 33, 37, 40, 46, Diaz; column 
3 lines 16-31). 

Consider claim 69 and as applied to claim 67. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
selection device is remote from the common accessory and the one of the plurality of devices 
(Canon; paragraph 31). 

Consider claim 70 and as applied to claim 67. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
selection device is remote from the common accessory and the one of the plurality of devices 
(paragraph 31). 

Consider claim 71 and as applied to claim 67. Cannon and Diaz disclose a storage 
device configured to store an identity of the one .of the plurality of devices with connection 
parameters for the one of the plurality of devices and with control data for outputting the first 
output indicia of the one of the plurality of devices (Cannon; paragraphs 40, 46). 

Consider claim 72 and as applied to claim 67. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
common accessory is further configured to reconnect to the one of the plurality of devices after 
the established connection has been interrupted based on a predetermined order of priority 
(Cannon; paragraphs 33, 37, 40, 46, Diaz; column 3 lines 16-31). 

Consider claim 73 and as applied to claim 67, Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
first output indicia associated with the one of the plurality of devices to be highlighted at the 
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common accessory is stored in the one of the plurality of device and communicated to the 
common accessory (Cannon; paragraphs 40, 46, Diaz; column 3 lines 16-31). 

Consider claim 74 and as applied to claim 67. Cannon and Diaz disclose a storage 
device configured to store a predetermined order of priority for each of the plurality of devices 
for establishing connections to the common accessory (Cannon; paragraphs 33, 37). 

Consider claim 84 and as applied to claim 67. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
first output indicia is coloured light (R,G,B,Y). 

Consider claim 85 and as applied to claim 84. Cannon and Diaz disclose wherein the 
coloured light (R,G,B,Y) is provided by means of a light emitting diode (LED) (Diaz, column 3 
lines 16-31) (Diaz, abstract, column 3 lines 16-31). 

Claims 55-62, 75-83 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cannon et ah (US PGPUB 2003/0032460 Al, hereinafter Cannon) in view of Diaz et al. (US 
Patent 6,675,006 Bl, hereinafter Diaz) and further in view of Kinnunen (US PGPUB 
2002/0173347 Al). 

Consider claim 55 and as applied to claim 54 (and similarly applied to claim 75). 
Cannon and Diaz disclose the claimed invention but fail to exphcitly teach wherein the 
predetermined order of priority is based on a last selected first to use scheme. 

However, Kinnunen discloses wherein the predetermined order of priority is based on a 
last selected first to use scheme (paragraphs 33, 37, 38, read as the hands-free device now 
considers the daughter's mobile telephone to be the last user rather than the mother's mobile 
telephone. In addition, the hands-free device will be connected to the mobile telephone of the 
user who is designated the last user). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the teachings of Kinnunen into the invention of Cannon 
and Diaz so that the user to last use the hands-free device (possibly the most frequent user) and 
does not have to be inconvenienced by entering the required information to the user hands-free 
device (paragraph 38). 

Consider claim 56 and as applied to claim 55 (and similarly applied to claim 76). The 
combination of Cannon, Diaz, and Kinnunen disclose wherein a record of a last time selected is 
stored linked to each of the plurality of devices. 

Consider claim 57 and as applied to claim 56 (and similarly applied to claim 77). 
Cannon, Diaz, and Kinnunen disclose outputting an output indicia of a device that was last 
connected to the common accessory responsive to an interruption of the established connection; 
and establishing a connection between the device that was last connected and the common 
accessory responsive to the output indicia (Cannon; paragraphs 40, 46, Diaz; abstract, column 3 
lines 16-31). 

Consider claim 58 and as applied to claim 57 (and similarly applied to claim 78). 
Cannon, Diaz, and Kinnunen disclose receiving an input change signal at the common accessory; 
outputting an output indicia of a next device that was last connected to the common accessory 
responsive to the received input change signal; and establishing a connection between the next 
device that was last connected and the common accessory responsive to the output indicia 
(Cannon; paragraphs 40, 46, Diaz column 3 lines 16-31, Kinnunen; paragraphs 17, 27, 35, 37, 
38). 
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Consider claim 59 and as applied to claim 47 (and similarly applied to claim 79). 
Cannon and Diaz disclose the claimed invention but fail to explicitly teach storing a 
predetermined order of priority for establishing connection to the common accessory for each of 
the plurality of devices, the order of priority being based on an individual fixed priority that is 
associated with each of the plurality of devices. 

However, Kinnunen discloses storing a predetermined order of priority for establishing 
connection to the common accessory for each of the plurality of devices, the order of priority 
being based on an individual fixed priority that is associated with each of the plurality of devices 
(paragraphs 33, 35, 37, 38, read as the junction box 100 pages user/mobile telephones in a 
particular order based on the various data that was stored. The junction box 100 first pages a 
default. User and then the last user/mobile telephone that was designated the last user). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the teachings of Kinnunen into the invention of Cannon 
and Diaz so that the user to last use the hands-free device (possibly the most frequent user) and 
does not have to be inconvenienced by entering the required information to the user hands-free 
device (paragraph 38). 

Consider claim 60 and as applied to claim 59 (and similarly applied to claim 80). The 
combination of Cannon, Diaz, and Kinnunen disclose wherein a record of a fixed priority is 
stored linked to each of the plurality of devices. 

Consider claim 61 and as applied to claim 60 (and similarly applied to claim 81). 

Cannon, Diaz, and Kinnunen disclose outputting an output indicia of a device having a highest 
fixed priority responsive to an interruption of the established connection; and establishing a 
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connection between the device having the highest fixed priority and the common accessory 
responsive to the output indicia (Cannon; paragraphs 40, 46, Diaz; abstract, column 3 lines 16- 
31). 

Consider claim 62 and as applied to claim 61 (and similarly applied to claim 82). 
Cannon, Diaz, and Kinnunen disclose receiving an input change signal; outputting an output 
indicia associated with a next device having a next highest fixed priority responsive to the 
received input change signal; and establishing a connection between the device having the next 
highest fixed priority and the common accessory responsive to the output indicia (Cannon; 
paragraphs 40, 46, Diaz column 3 lines 16-31, Kinnunen; paragraphs 17, 27, 35, 37, 38). 

Consider claim 83 and as applied to claim 82. Cannon, Diaz, and Kinnunen disclose 
wherein the first output indicia associated with the one of the plurality of devices is selectable 
responsive to a predetermined sequence of input control signals (Cannon; paragraphs 40, 46, 
Diaz column 3 lines 16-31, Kinnunen; paragraphs 17, 27, 35, 37, 38). 

Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 . 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 223 14 



Application/Control Number: 10/560,791 



Page 12 



Art Unit: 2617 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher M. Brandt whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1098. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30a.m. to 5p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Corsaro can be reached on (571) 272-7876. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Priyate PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 





Christopher M. Brandt 
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